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Welcome to Our Savior’s Lutheran Church! We are so glad you are worshipping with us today. 
Ushers are available at the back of the sanctuary if you should need any assistance. Restrooms 
are located just down the hall and at the far west entrance. All God’s children are welcome and 

celebrated in this sanctuary, with all their wiggles and giggles, but there is also a staffed nursery 
and changing station at the far end of the hallway for your convenience. We hope you can join us 

for cookies and fellowship following worship! 

PRELUDE & WELCOME 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the Holy One of Israel, 
the Word made flesh, 
the Power of the Most High, 

☩ one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Gathered in the name of Jesus, 
let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Gracious God, 
in Christ Jesus you come among us 
as light shining in darkness. 
We confess our failure to welcome this light. 
Forgive us and renew our hope, 
so that we may live in the light of your grace, 
and welcome the truth of Christ the Lord. Amen. 
 

I bring you good news of great joy for all the people: 
To you is born a Savior, Christ the Lord. 

Your sins are forgiven in ☩ Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN   Once in Royal David’s City  ELW 269  



 
 

GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Eternal Father, you gave your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be a sign of our 
salvation. Plant in every heart the love of the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

THE FIRST READING   Numbers 6:22-27 
God commanded Aaron to say these words, known as the Aaronic benediction, in 
blessing the people of Israel. We too are marked with God’s name and God’s blessing as 
we are sent from our assemblies into the world. 
22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 23Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall 
bless the Israelites: You shall say to them, 
 24The LORD bless you and keep you; 
 25the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
 26the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 
  27So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them. 
Word of God. Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 
  



THE PSALM Psalm 8 
How majestic is your name in all the earth! (Ps. 8:1) 
 1O LORD our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants and 
children; 
  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and avenger. 
 3When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
  the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 
 4what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, 
  human beings that you should care for them?  
 5Yet you have made them little less than divine; 
  with glory and honor you crown them. 
 6You have made them rule over the works of your hands; 
  you have put all things under their feet: 
 7all flocks and cattle, 
  even the wild beasts of the field, 
 8the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, 
  and whatever passes along the paths of the sea. 
 9O LORD our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in all the earth!  
 

THE SONG FOR CHILDREN Away in a Manger ELW 277 vs. 1 & 2 

 



 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE & THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

THE SONG FOR CHILDREN Away in a Manger ELW 277 vs. 3

 
 
THE SECOND READING  Galatians 4:4-7 
Paul proclaims the ultimate significance of the nativity: Jesus was born the Son of God so 
that, because of him, we all may be God’s children. 
4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 
the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son 
into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a 
child then also an heir, through God. 
Word of God. Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  “Love has Come” ELW 292 vs. 1 



 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:15-21 
Eight days after his birth, Jesus is circumcised according to Jewish law and given the 
name announced by the angel before his conception. 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had 
been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them. 
  21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called 
Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  “Love has Come” ELW 292 vs. 3 



 
 

THE MESSAGE       
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling ELW 631 
 

  



THE PRAYERS    All petitions conclude: Lord in your mercy,      Hear our prayer.  
 

PEACE                The Peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

TITHES & OFFERINGS  
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
God with us: 
You came as a baby to a manger. 
You slept on straw and greeted shepherds. 
You come again in bread and wine. 
Remind us how good you are at blessing ordinary things. 
And then, through these gifts, 
help us to bless the lives of others 
in the strength of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 The Lord be with you  And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts  We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Join their unending hymn… What Child is this ELW 296 vs. 1

 
  



LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come. 
Let every heart receive your Savior. 

All are welcome to the Lord’s table! You will be offered the wafer; please receive it in your open palm and 
eat. Then take either the wine (dark) or grape juice (light) in the small cup and drink. Those not wishing to 
receive communion are invited to receive a blessing.  Children not communing will receive a blessing and a 

teddy graham. Children may indicate if they are ready to receive communion by offering an open palm. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN    Peace Came to Earth ELW 285 
1 Peace came to earth at last that chosen night 
 when angels clove the sky with song and light 
 and God embodied love and sheathed his might-- 
 Who could but gasp: Immanuel! 
 Who could but sing: Immanuel! 
 
2 And who could be the same for having held 
 the infant in their arms, and later felt 
 the wounded hands and side, all doubts dispelled-- 
 Who could but sigh: Immanuel! 
 Who could but shout: Immanuel! 
 
3 You show the Father none has ever seen, 
 in flesh and blood you bore our griefs and pains, 
 in bread and wine you visit us again-- 
 Who could but see Immanuel! 
 Who could but thrill: Immanuel! 
 
4 How else could I have known you, O my God! 
 How else could I have loved you, O my God! 
 How else could I embrace you, O my God! 
 Who could but pray: Immanuel! 
 Who could but praise Immanuel! 

  



COMMUNION HYMN  Your Little Ones, Dear Lord ELW 286

 
 
  



COMMUNION HYMN  In the Bleak Midwinter  ELW 294

 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
On this day, O God, you gave us Christ the Son to save us. 
As you sent the one foretold, send us now with good news for all people. 
Let the gladness of this feast have no end as we share with others the joy that fills us; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

MISSION AND MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 
 

BLESSING 
May Christ, who by his incarnation has filled us with grace and truth, 

give you peace this Christmas and always. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son,  
and the Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 



 SENDING HYMN   Joy to the World  ELW 267 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SENDING 
Glory to God in the highest! 
Peace to God’s people on earth! 
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God.       
 
POSTLUDE          

 


