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Welcome to Our Savior’s Lutheran Church! We are so glad you are worshipping with us today. 
Ushers are available at the back of the sanctuary if you should need any assistance. Restrooms 
are located just down the hall and at the far west entrance. All God’s children are welcome and 

celebrated in this sanctuary, with all their wiggles and giggles, but there is also a staffed nursery 
and changing station at the far end of the hallway for your convenience. We hope you can join us 

for cookies and fellowship following worship! 
 

PRELUDE & WELCOME 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the Holy One of Israel, 
the Word made flesh, 
the Power of the Most High, 

☩ one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Gathered in the name of Jesus, 
let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Gracious God, 
in Christ Jesus you come among us 
as light shining in darkness. 
We confess our failure to welcome this light. 
Forgive us and renew our hope, 
so that we may live in the light of your grace, 
and welcome the truth of Christ the Lord. Amen. 
 

I bring you good news of great joy for all the people: 
To you is born a Savior, Christ the Lord. 

Your sins are forgiven in ☩ Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 

  



OPENING HYMN   O Come, All Ye Faithful ELW 283 

 
 

GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.   And also with you. 

 

  



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. 
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last 
day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

THE FIRST READING   Isaiah 9:2-7 
This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal child with a 
name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the real basis for faith lies 
in God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this! 

 2The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
  and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 



  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
Word of God. Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

Special Music (3:30)       Sr. Choir “Candle of Peace”  

THE PSALM Psalm 96 
Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad. (Ps. 96:11) 
 1Sing to the LORD a new song; 
  sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
 2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; 
  proclaim God’s salvation from day to day. 
 3Declare God’s glory among the nations 
  and God’s wonders among all peoples. 
 4For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, 
  more to be feared | than all gods.  
 5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; 
  but you, O LORD, have made the heavens. 
 6Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; 
  power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 
 7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, 
  ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
 8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; 
  bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.  
 9Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; 
  tremble before the LORD, all the earth. 
 10Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is king! 
  The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved  
       will judge the peoples with equity.” 
 11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
 12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O LORD, 
  for you come to judge the earth. 
 13You will judge the world with righteousness 
  and the peoples with your truth.  
 
 
 



THE SONG FOR CHILDREN Away in the Manger vs. 1 & 2 ELW 278 

 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE & THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

Please stand as you are able 
  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Love has Come ELW 292 vs. 1 

 
 
 



THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:1-14 
God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of 
great joy” and proclaim God’s blessing of peace. 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn. 
  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a 
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 
13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 
and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors! 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Love has Come ELW 292 vs. 3 



 
 
THE MESSAGE       
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Go Tell It on the Mountain ELW 290 
Children are invited to join the Rhythm Band around the piano at the front of the sanctuary!

 
 
 

THE PRAYERS    All petitions conclude: Hear us, O God.      Your mercy is great.  
 

PEACE                The Peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

TITHES & OFFERINGS  
 

OFFERTORY – Sr. Choir “Infant Holy” accompanied by Ginny Ahrlin (3:30) 
Deb Gunderson - violin “Once in David’s Royal City” accompanied by Mark Ongalo (5:15) 
 



OFFERING PRAYER 
God with us: 

You came as a baby to a manger. 

You slept on straw and greeted shepherds. 

You come again in bread and wine. 

Remind us how good you are at blessing ordinary things. 

And then, through these gifts, 

help us to bless the lives of others 

in the strength of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 The Lord be with you  And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts  We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Join their unending hymn…What Child is This  ELW 296 vs. 1 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come. 
Let every heart receive your Savior. 

 

All are welcome to the Lord’s table! You will be offered the wafer; please receive it in your open palm and 
eat. Then take either the wine (dark) or grape juice (light) in the small cup and drink. Those not wishing to 
receive communion are invited to receive a blessing.  Children not communing will receive a blessing and a 

teddy graham. Children may indicate if they are ready to receive communion by offering an open palm. 
 

Communion Hymn   O Little Town of Bethlehem ELW 279

 
 



Communion Hymn  Your Little Ones, Dear Lord   ELW 286  

 
 
Communion Hymn  Good Christian Friends Rejoice  ELW 288 
  
 



Communion Hymn  It Came Upon the Midnight Clear  ELW 282  

 



Communion Hymn  The First Noel  ELW 300

 

 



 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
On this day, O God, you gave us 
Christ the Son to save us. 
As you sent the one foretold, 
send us now with good news for all people. 
Let the gladness of this feast have no end 
as we share with others the joy that fills us; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

HYMN for the Lighting of the Candles Silent Night ELW 281 

 



 

BLESSING 
May Christ, who by his incarnation 
has filled us with grace and truth, 
give you peace this Christmas and always. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN    Joy to the World ELW 267 

 
 
 



SENDING 
Glory to God in the highest! 
Peace to God’s people on earth! 
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God.       
 
POSTLUDE          
                                  

                         
 
 

_____________________________________________ 
 

Welcome to Worship Saturday, December 24, 2016 
Nursery is open and available! 

Thank you to today’s worship assistants: 
Organist: Kristen Weikum   Lectors: Dan Peliska (3:30), Nathan LeBeque (5:15)   

Greeters:  Dawn Matschiner (5:15)   Ushers: Mike & Deb Lekatz (5:15)  
Sr. Choir director: Mark Ongalo Accompanist: Ginny Ahrlin 
Violinist: Deb Gunderson Accompanist: Mark Ongalo  

Video: Bob Rutka     Altar Care: Mary Troutwine  
Communion Servers:  Phil & Mary Troutwine and Barry Frey (3:30),  
Nathan LeBeque, Dawn Matschiner, and Diane Vandervort (5:15) 

  
The church office will be closed Monday, Dec. 26th through Saturday, Dec. 31st.   
 

Prayer Chain – December – contact Deb Gunderson at 744-5184. 
 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS:  Please pray for all who are undergoing medical tests or who suffer from 
chronic illness, all scheduled or recovering from surgery or treatments  
 

+ We pray for the people listed below and those we name in our hearts in need of comfort, 
hope, and healing, we lift up: Matthew & Mary House, Joyce Wessman, Norma Bodovinac, 
Helen Foosness, Irene Hanula, Cliff Heglund, Gladys Johnson, Karen Maki, Ann Markley, Troy 
McGowan, Jay Mott, Bonnie Murray, Kara Petron, Sarah Robertson, Elizabeth Rutske, Vincent 
Suihkonen, Irene Swartout, Bill Culbert, Irene Coleman, Skip Hanson, Ruby Rasmussen, Dave 
Crockett, Deb Conaway, Marilyn Chilstrom, Connie. 
 

+ For Families and Friends who mourn the loss of loved ones:  Betty Anderson, Cindy Griffin – 
Kotila, Vernon Schwandt 

 


