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Welcome to Our Savior’s Lutheran Church! We are so glad you are worshipping with us today. 
Ushers are available at the back of the sanctuary if you should need any assistance. Restrooms 
are located just down the hall and at the far west entrance. All God’s children are welcome and 
celebrated in this sanctuary, but there is also a staffed nursery and changing station at the far 
end of the hallway for your convenience. We hope you can join us for cookies and fellowship 

following worship! 

PRELUDE & WELCOME 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the Holy One of Israel, 
the Word made flesh, 
the Power of the Most High, 

☩ one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Gathered in the name of Jesus, 
let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Gracious God, 
in Christ Jesus you come among us 
as light shining in darkness. 
We confess our failure to welcome this light. 
Forgive us and renew our hope, 
so that we may live in the light of your grace, 
and welcome the truth of Christ the Lord. Amen. 
 

I bring you good news of great joy for all the people: 
To you is born a Savior, Christ the Lord. 

Your sins are forgiven in ☩ Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 

  



OPENING HYMN   Angels from the Realms of Glory ELW 275 

 
 

GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together: Almighty God, you gave us your only Son to take on our human 
nature and to illumine the world with your light. By your grace adopt us as your 
children and enlighten us with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

THE FIRST READING   Isaiah 52:7-10 
A messenger races home to Jerusalem with the marvelous words: “Your God reigns!” In 
comforting the people, God proves to be the best brother or sister (redeemer) they have 
ever known. Everyone will witness the victory (salvation) of God. 
 7How beautiful upon the mountains 
  are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
 who brings good news, 



  who announces salvation, 
  who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
 8Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
  together they sing for joy; 
 for in plain sight they see 
  the return of the LORD to Zion. 
 9Break forth together into singing, 
  you ruins of Jerusalem; 
 for the LORD has comforted his people, 
  he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
 10The LORD has bared his holy arm 
  before the eyes of all the nations; 
 and all the ends of the earth shall see 
  the salvation of our God. 
Word of God. Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

SPECIAL MUSIC –“Hallelujah Christmas”, Kristi Ongalo, soloist 

THE PSALM Psalm 98 
All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. (Ps. 98:3) 
 1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, 
  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 
 2O LORD, you have made known your victory, 
  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
 4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 
  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
 5Sing to the LORD with the harp, 
  with the harp and the voice of song. 
 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
  shout with joy before the king, the LORD.  
 7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 
  the world and those who dwell therein. 
 8Let the rivers clap their hands, 
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge the earth. 
 9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness 
  and the peoples with equity.  



 

THE SONG FOR CHILDREN     Away in the Manger vs. 1 & 2 ELW 277 

 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE & THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Angels We Have Heard on High ELW 289 vs. 1   
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



THE HOLY GOSPEL John 1:1-14 
The prologue to the Gospel of John describes Jesus as the Word of God made flesh, the 
one who reveals God to be “full of grace and truth.” 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without 
him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the 
life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 
not overcome it. 
  6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world. 
  10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 
12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of 
man, but of God. 
  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried 
out, ‘This was he of whom I said, “He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because 
he was before me.” ’) 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The 
law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No 
one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who 
has made him known. 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Angels We Have Heard on High ELW 289 vs. 2-3 



 

THE MESSAGE       
HYMN OF THE DAY  Hark the Herald Angels Sing ELW 270 
  



THE PRAYERS    All petitions conclude: Hear us, O God.      Your mercy is great.  
 

PEACE                The Peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

TITHES & OFFERINGS  
 

Offertory – Kristi Ongalo 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
God with us: 
You came as a baby to a manger. 
You slept on straw and greeted shepherds. 
You come again in bread and wine. 
Remind us how good you are at blessing ordinary things. 
And then, through these gifts, 
help us to bless the lives of others 
in the strength of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 The Lord be with you  And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts  We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Join their unending hymn… What Child is This vs. 1 

 

 
  



LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come. 
Let every heart receive your Savior. 

All are welcome to the Lord’s table! You will be offered the wafer; please receive it in your open palm and 
eat. Then take either the wine (dark) or grape juice (light) in the small cup and drink. Those not wishing to 
receive communion are invited to receive a blessing.  Children not communing will receive a blessing and a 

teddy graham. Children may indicate if they are ready to receive communion by offering an open palm. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN  Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming ELW 272 

 



COMMUNION HYMN  O Little Town of Bethlehem  ELW  279  

 
 

 
Communion HYMN   The Bells of Christmas  ELW 298   

 

  



 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
On this day, O God, you gave us 
Christ the Son to save us. 
As you sent the one foretold, 
send us now with good news for all people. 
Let the gladness of this feast have no end 
as we share with others the joy that fills us; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
May Christ, who by his incarnation 
has filled us with grace and truth, 
give you peace this Christmas and always. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 



SENDING HYMN   Joy to the World  ELW 267

 
 

SENDING 
Glory to God in the highest! 
Peace to God’s people on earth! 
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God.       
 
POSTLUDE          

 


