
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

October 1, 2023 

18th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
Virginia, MN 

Pastor Liz Cheney 
 



 
PRELUDE                              Kristen Weikum 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 
GATHERING SONG               Come, Ye Thankful People, Come           ELW 693 

                
 
 
 



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be God, the one who forms us, ☩ Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who makes our 
joy complete.  Amen. 
 
Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Steadfast and faithful God, 

you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. 

We are overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. 

We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others. 

For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us. 

For the unjust demands we place on others and your creation, forgive us. 

For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, forgive us. 

Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; 

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 
Beloved in Christ, 

God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. 

God’s compassion is beyond compare. 

In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. 

In ☩ Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 

Amen. 

 
 
KYRIE  & THIS IS THE FEAST   (Found here or on page 184 & 187 in the ELW)  
   

Sing Verses 3 & 4 of the Kyrie. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.   God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace 

to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of 

salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
1The word of the Lord came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the 
land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3As I 
live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives are 
mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that 
shall die. 
 25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is 
it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and 
commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall 
die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is 
lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28Because they considered and turned away from all the 
transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet the house 
of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your 
ways that are unfair? 
 30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the 
Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your 
ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get 
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no 
pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live. 
Word of God.  Word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 25:1-9 
1To you, O Lord, 
  I lift up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
 4Show me your ways, O Lord, 
  and teach me your paths.  
 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
 6Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, 
  for they are from everlasting. 
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 
 8You are gracious and upright, O Lord; 
  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
 9You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way.  



SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13 
1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, 
any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same 
love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own interests, 
but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
 12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much 
more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who 
is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
Word of God.  Word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 



 

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 21:23-32 
After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His authority 
is questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple. 
23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he 
was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 
authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I 
will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, 
or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will 
say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of 
the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he 
said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
 28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in 
the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The 
father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not 
go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I 
tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of 
you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your 
minds and believe him.” 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME  
 

SERMON              Pastor Liz Cheney 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Love         ELW 517 

See below 



 
 

APOSTLES CREED                     pg. 105 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy     
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for 
the church, creation, and the needs of our neighbors.   

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, 
trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. Amen. 



SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.   And also with you. 

Please share a sign of God’s peace with one another. 
OFFERING  
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you.   
We bring your gifts to the table, that all might be fed.   
Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.         We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…..we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

LORD’S PRAYER                            pg. 191 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
 
 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live. All are welcome! 
 

LAMB OF GOD                                    pg. 191 

 
 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
Here is Bread                      ELW 483 

Come to the Table                ELW 481 
 

TABLE BLESSING 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, 
Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, 
send us to gather the world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are 
satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
 

BLESSING 

The God of glory,  ☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in you, 
bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                                     The Lord Now Sends Us Forth          ELW 538 



 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  God is at work in you.               Thanks be to God. 
POSTLUDE                 Kristen Weikum 
 
 
 

We hold in our prayers 
Please pray for people in need of comfort, hope, healing, or safe transition: Adeline, Fred, Tedd, 
Diane, Adam, Chuck, Sue, Mike, Avery, Kate, Matt, Ken, Ruth T., Hermine, Deb L., Matt, Ethan, 
Ross-(needs transplant of kidneys & pancreas), Brandon, Jessica, Breanna, Jeremy, Richard, Shari, 
Rodney, Lee, Kathy, Mary, Wally C., Marlene, Bonnie M.(MS), Victoria.  Please pray for Theodore’s 
family at his passing. Call Ginny Ahrlin, prayer leader for this month, at 218-749-0056 for prayer 
needs. 
 

If you are in need of any pastoral care or if you or someone you know would like a visit, 
please call Pastor Liz Cheney at 218-780-8907 or the church office at 218-741-6207. 



Visitors and Friends 
We at Our Savior’s practice open communion during Sunday Worship.  Our Lord invites us to 
share a holy meal at His altar, and we understand that invitation to be open to all who wish to 

commune with us.  You are therefore welcome to join us in our Lord’s Supper.  
 If you prefer a Gluten Free wafer or juice, please let the Pastor/server know.  

 

 

A warm welcome to all visitors who are worshiping with us this morning!  Please join us for 
coffee fellowship following the service.  

 

 

CONTACT US 
 

Church Office: 218-741-6207 
office@oslcmn.com 

www.oslcmn.com 
 

www.facebook.com/oslcmn 
YouTube Page ~ Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Virginia MN Office 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday  10:00 – 5:00  

 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS 
Variable for now – please make an appointment and office hours will be posted                                               

once Pastor Liz is settled in.  Friday is her day off. 
Pastor Liz – 218-780-8907 or lizcheney44@gmail.com 

 

STAFF 
Pastor:  Rev. Liz Cheney 

Church Secretary: Colleen Brown Jacobson 
Bookkeeper: Carole Rutka 

Musicians:  Kristen Weikum, Mark Ongalo, Ginny Ahrlin 
Custodian: Steve Gagnon 

 
 
 
 

     

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR                     

    October 01, 2023 
         

           

 

WELCA LAURENTIAN CONFERENCE FALL GATHERING  Ladies of the congregation, the Laurentian WELCA Fall 
Gathering is being held in Babbitt this year @ the Evangelical Lutheran Church, Oct. 7th. Come see 
what it’s all about! See Marcia Aluni, WELCA President, for times & information. 
 

FAITH FORMATION  If you are a part of the Faith Formation Team (or are interested), there will be a 
meeting today after worship! Grab a coffee and meet us in the Fireside Room~  
 

mailto:ielctower@gmail.com
http://www.oslcmn.com/
http://www.facebook.com/oslcmn


FALL FESTIVAL  OSLC’s WELCA will host a Fall Festival Saturday, Oct. 14th 9am – 2pm. This event 
includes activities for all ages and helps WELCA raise funds for local and global missions. You may 
donate gently used/clean items for the sale (think of kitchen gadgets, decor items, tools, but nothing 
broken). Please leave household items at a table in the back of the Fellowship Hall on the left. You may 
bake items for the sale, and/or help during the festival – contact Board Members for info: Marcia 
Aluni, Nancy Fisher, Judy Peliska, Gloria Gagnon, Jackie Witty. 

  ACTIVITIES INCLUDE 

• Bake and Sweet Shop 

• House Treasures 

• Pie and Coffee Social 

• Quilts for Sale 

• Silent Auction 

• Youth Activities 

LITTLE PANTRY  We are collecting food & other items in the narthex shopping cart for the outside pantry. 
The community helps supply food for the “Little Pantry” and we, as the church that sponsors the AEOA 
Pantry on our grounds, like to contribute. This month the National & Global Health observances we are 
highlighting are:  Dental Hygiene Month, and World Sight Day (Oct. 12).  Keep these topics in mind as 
we collect single-serve food items that are shelf-stable, and dental products & reading glasses. Below 
are sample items you could donate:       

Cereal boxes - Pancake/waffle mixes - Granola/Breakfast bars - Peanut butter - Dried fruit 

   Applesauce & fruit cups - Soups cups - Tunafish & jerky sticks - Water & Gatorade                                          

Toothpaste, brushes & mouthwash - Reading glasses, any strength 
 

LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE shares God's hope, healing, and renewal with 
people whose lives have been disrupted by disasters in the United States and around 
the world. When the dust settles and the headlines change, we stay to provide 
ongoing assistance to those in need. Have peace of mind that every dollar donated 
goes to the actual disaster response. Look for the new Thrive magazine in the narthex                        
highlighting the ongoing projects. community.elca.org/lutherandisasterresponse   
Or send a check to: ELCA Disaster Response, P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS  The sign-up sheet is on the narthex round table –  see if there are open dates you 
may be available to serve. If you have signed up already, look at the sheet on the narthex table to 
reconfirm your dates to serve! We really need Coffee Servers as well for Fellowship time after 
worship! 
 

RADIO SPONSORSHIP If you are interested in sponsoring a Sunday worship in honor of someone or a 
special event (wedding anniversary, birth of children, baptism date) or in memory of a loved one who 
has passed, you may do so in full for $90 or shared/partial at $45.  Just call the church office, and/or 
sign up on the sheet provided on the bulletin board by the fountain. Those in nursing homes, assisted 
living communities, or at home and unable to attend in person, thank you for considering. Our live 
worship can be heard on KRBT 1340AM & 104.9FM at 9:30 am Sundays. 
 



THIS WEEK: 
 

FAITH FORMATION: Today after worship                
WELCA:  Tuesday, Oct. 3 @1pm, Bible study in 
the Fireside Room 

QUILTING: Wednesdays, 9:30am – 2 or 3pm                         
in the Fellowship Hall 

LISTENING SESSION:  Wednesday, Oct. 4 at 
6:30pm, for Children, Youth & Families- in the 
Fellowship Hall                                                                              
WORK DAY @ CAMP HIAWATHA: Sat., Oct. 7, 
9:30am-? Call VLM at 1-800-331-5148 if you are 
available to help! 


