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October 8, 2023

Be the Light Sunday

Intergenerational Worship and Sunday School

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
Virginia, MN
Pastor Liz Cheney



PRELUDE Mark Ongalo

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING SONG When I Survey the Wondrous Cross ELW 803

1 When I survey the wondrous cross 3 See, from his head, his hands, his feet,
on which the prince of glory died, sorrow and love flow mingled down.
my richest gain I count but loss Did e'er such love and sorrow meet,
and pour contempt on all my pride. or thorns compose so rich a crown?

2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 4 Were the whole realm of nature mine,
save in the death of Christ, my God; that were a present far too small;
all the vain things that charm me most, love so amazing, so divine,
I sacrifice them to his blood. demands my soul, my life, my all.

Text: [saac Watts, 1674-1748

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be God, the one who forms us, * Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who makes our
joy complete. Amen.

Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Steadfast and faithful God,

you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you.
We are overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering.

We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others.

For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us.
For the unjust demands we place on others and your creation, forgive us.
For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, forgive us.
Lead us back to you and set us on the right path;

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Beloved in Christ,

God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding.

God’s compassion is beyond compare.

In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us.

In +F Christ, you are already and always forgiven. Amen.

KYRIE & THIS IS THE FEAST (Found here or on page 184 & 187 in the ELW)
Sing Verses 1 & 2 of the Kyrie.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY Letus pray. Beloved God, from you come all things that are good.
Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your
merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7

1Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill.

2He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.

3And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah,
judge between me and my vineyard.

4What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it?
When | expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes?

5And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard.
[ will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured;
[ will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down.

6] will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
[ will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.

’For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah are his pleasant planting;
he expected justice, but saw bloodshed;
righteousness, but heard a cry!

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 80:7-15
7Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
8You have brought a vine out of Egypt;
you cast out the nations and planted it

9You cleared the ground for it; it took root and filled the land.
10The mountains were covered by its shadow

and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.
11You stretched out its tendrils to the sea and its branches to the river.
12Why have you broken down its wall, so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?
13The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.
4Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven;
15hehold and tend this vine; preserve what your right hand has planted.

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14

[Paul writes:] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, [ have more: circumcised on
the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ¢as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness
under the law, blameless.



7Yet whatever gains | had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More than that,
[ regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For
his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that [ may gain
Christ %and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but
one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 19l want to
know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like
him in his death, 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

12Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make
it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, [ do not consider that I have
made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what
lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.
Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia.

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 21:33-46
[Jesus said to the people:] 33“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to
tenants and went to another country. 3#When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the
tenants to collect his produce. 3°But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and
stoned another. 36Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the
same way. 3’Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38But when the
tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his
inheritance.’ 39So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 49°Now when the
owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41'They said to him, “He will put
those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the
produce at the harvest time.”

42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders
rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’?
43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that
produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and
it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”

4When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was
speaking about them. 46They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they

regarded him as a prophet. The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S TIME
SERMON Pastor Liz Cheney

HYMN OF THE DAY The Church of Christ, in Every Age ELW 729



1 The church of Christ, in ev'ry age a partner in Christ's sacrifice,
beset by change, but Spirit-led, and clothed in Christ’s humanity.
must claim and test its heritage 4

. For he alone, whose blood was shed,
and Kkeep on rising from the dead.

can cure the fever in our blood,

and teach us how to share our bread
2 Across the world, across the street, and feed the starving multitude.

the victims of injustice cry
for shelter and for bread to eat,
and never live before they die.

5 We have no mission but to serve
in full obedience to our Lord;

to care for all, without reserve,
3 Then let the servant church arise, and spread his liberating word.

a caring church that longs to be
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

APOSTLES CREED pg. 105

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Merciful God, receive our prayer.
SHARING THE PEACE The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your
gifts to the table, that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ,
our Savior. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy....we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory,
full of your glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION



LORD’S PRAYER pg. 191
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live. All are welcome!

LAMB OF GOD

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world. Grant us peace, grant us peace.
Lamb of God.

COMMUNION HYMNS

Jesus Loves Me! ELW 595
Come to the Table ELW 481
TABLE BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your
Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food,

send us to gather the world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are
satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

BLESSING The God of glory, + Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in
you, bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG This Little Light of Mine ELW 677

1 This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it

shine; ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine,

this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

thls, httl_e light ?f mine, I'n} gmfl'-a let it shine, 3 Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine;

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
2 Ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine,

ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Text: African American spiritual

DISMISSAL Go in peace. God is at workin you. = Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE Mark Ongalo



We hold in our prayers
Please pray for people in need of comfort, hope, healing, or safe transition: Adeline, Fred, Tedd,

Diane, Adam, Chuck, Sue, Mike, Avery, Kate, Matt, Ken, Ruth T., Hermine, Deb L., Matt, Ethan,
Ross-(needs transplant of kidneys & pancreas), Brandon, Jessica, Breanna, Jeremy, Richard, Shari,
Rodney, Lee, Kathy, Mary, Wally C., Marlene, Bonnie M.(MS), Victoria. Please pray for Theodore’s

family at his passing. Call Ginny Ahrlin, prayer leader for this month, at 218-749-0056 for prayer
needs.

If you are in need of any pastoral care or if you or someone you know would like a visit,
please call Pastor Liz Cheney at 218-780-8907 or the church office at 218-741-6207.

Visitors and Friends
We at Our Savior’s practice open communion during Sunday Worship. Our Lord invites us to
share a holy meal at His altar, and we understand that invitation to be open to all who wish to
commune with us. You are therefore welcome to join us in our Lord’s Supper.
If you prefer a Gluten Free wafer or juice, please let the Pastor/server know.

A warm welcome to all visitors who are worshiping with us this morning! Please join us for
coffee fellowship following the service.

CONTACT US
Church Office: 218-741-6207
office@oslcmn.com

www.oslcmn.com

www.facebook.com/oslcmn
YouTube Page ~ Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Virginia MN Office
OFFICE HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 10:00 - 5:00
PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS

Variable for now - please make an appointment and office hours will be posted
once Pastor Liz is settled in. Friday is her day off.

Pastor Liz - 218-780-8907 or lizcheney44@gmail.com
STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Liz Cheney
Church Secretary: Colleen Brown Jacobson
Bookkeeper: Carole Rutka
Musicians: Kristen Weikum, Mark Ongalo, Ginny Ahrlin
Custodian: Steve Gagnon
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ol byt ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR
dandey I} October 8th, 2023, “Be the Light” Sunday

BE THE LIGHT SUNDAY Join us for intergenerational fun & learning in the Fellowship Hall after worship!
Monsters is our theme for the day, come see what it’s all about...

FALL FESTIVAL We could use your help for an hour or two during the Festival! There is a sign-up sheet
to volunteer in the narthex. It’s this Saturday, Oct. 14", 9am — 2pm. We invite you to help by donating
gently used, clean items (kitchen gadgets, décor, tools, nothing broken) — please have them here by
Thursday & leave them in the Fellowship Hall on the back tables to the left. If you would like to bake
instead, we need pies, cookies, etc., for the Bake Sale portion of the festival, and pie to serve with
coffee. Contact Board Members for info: Marcia Aluni, Nancy Fisher, Judy Peliska, Gloria Gagnon,

Jackie Witty.
e¢ ® Bake and Sweet Shop e Quilts for Sale

Pie * Household Treasures o Sjlent Auction

* Pie and Coffee Social e Children’s Activities

REFORMATION SUNDAY & PASTOR LIZ'S INSTALLATION Sunday, Oct. 29%" is Reformation Sunday so
remember to wear red to worship! Making it a very special day for us is the formal installation of
Pastor Liz, with Deacon Colleen Bernu from the SYNOD joining us. A Ham Diner will follow~

TRUNK OR TREAT HERE THIS YEAR! Also, Oct. 29", Return after the Ham Diner for our first “Trunk or
Treat!” This is a fun event for all ages. Help decorate, donate candy, or decorate your vehicle’s
trunk/hatch & sit in a chair as you greet Trick-or-Treaters who come by your vehicle for candy. If you’re
new to this kind of event, our cars will park along the covered sidewalk & sanctuary, and parents will
bring their child/children to each car for candy (from your trunk/hatch). There will also be a little prize
for the best decorated vehicle! Games & prizes for kids will be on our covered sidewalk. A special
treat~ the Virginia Fire & Ambulance Dept. & County Sheriff K-9 unit will be present to interact with
the kids! Talk to Anastacia and/or Tamera if you have questions.

LITTLE PANTRY We are collecting food & other items in the narthex shopping cart for the outside pantry.
This month the National & Global Health observances we are highlighting are: Dental Hygiene Month,
and World Sight Day (Oct. 12). Keep these topics in mind as we collect shelf-stable food and dental
products & reading glasses. Below are sample items you could donate:
Cereal boxes - Pancake/waffle mixes - Granola/Breakfast bars - Peanut butter - Dried fruit
Applesauce & fruit cups - Soups cups - Tunafish & jerky sticks - Water & Gatorade
Toothpaste, brushes & mouthwash - Reading glasses, any strength
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LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE shares God's hope, healing & renewal with people HERY
whose lives have been disrupted by disasters in the US and around the world. When the ‘:1 'ﬁ,’?
dust settles and the headlines change, we stay to provide ongoing assistance to those in Lytheran

Response

need. Every dollar donated goes to the actual disaster response. The new Thrive magazine
is in the narthex highlighting projects. How to give: Send $ to ELCA Disaster Response, P.O. Box 1809,
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009, or visit “community.elca.org/lutherandisasterresponse” online.

RADIO SPONSORSHIP Marlene Kauppinen & family are sponsoring this week in loving memory of
John Kauppinen who made a difference in the lives of all who knew him! If you are interested in
sponsoring a Sunday worship in honor of someone or a special event (wedding anniversary, birth of
children, baptism date) or in memory of a loved one who has passed, you may do so in full for $90 or
shared/partial at $45. Just call the church office, and/or sign up on the sheet provided on the bulletin
board by the fountain. Many people in our community thank you!

THIS WEEK:
WELCA: Tuesday, Oct. 10t @ 9:30am, WELCA Board Meeting in the Fireside Room

QUILTING: Wednesdays, 9:30am — 2 or 3pm in the Fellowship Hall
FUN-DUH-MENTALS BIBLE STUDY: Wednesday, Oct. 11t", 5:30pm in the Fireside Room
OUR 15T ANNUAL FALL FESTIVAL: Saturday, Oct. 14™", 9am — 2pm in the Fellowship Hall
LISTENING SESSIONS AVAILABLE! Call Pastor Liz or the church office for a time!

Our Savior's Lutheran Church

ANNUAL

FESTIVAL

Bake & Sweet Shop (\ 'CANDY, GAMES & PRIZES!
Household Treasures A\ YT stober @
i pom g K\ % Sunday, October 29th

Quilts for Sale \\ AT 4:00PM-6:00PM |

Silent Auction Vo
S Our Savior's Lutheran
TRuR AT Church Parking Lot
1111 8th Street S.
ON SATURDAY, Virginia, MN
OCTOBER 14, 2023

9am - 2pm




Augsburg Fortress Devotional for the week of October 1-7, 2023

Public officials routinely get drilled about changing their minds, especially around reelection time.
One’s past pledges as a political candidate are not easily left behind or forgotten. Earlier promises
are often used to measure one’s moral character in light of one’s actual voting record. A change in
opinion can be viewed with suspicion or lead to accusations of hypocrisy. We want consistency.
Above all, we want to know that we can trust others to follow through on their word. This is
understandable.

Unfortunately, such political norms don’t often allow for the power of changing one’s mind. Jesus’
parable of the two sons suggests that a change in heart can in fact be a sign of deeper listening
and transformation. Conversely, a refusal to change can leave us stalled on our spiritual journeys.
In this way, “flip-flopping” might not always be a bad thing but rather might indicate our
faithfulness to God’s ongoing role in our lives.

God’s promises in baptism make such change possible. Martin Luther encouraged that we daily
return to our baptism. Every day God’s grace frees us to admit the possibility that we have
previously been or done wrong, or perhaps simply haven’t been able to see the whole picture
before. Grace also affords us the chance to allow that anyone can be transformed in ways
previously thought impossible or unexpected. The promises that God makes in baptism open the
door not only for us but for everyone else too. We can learn perhaps to trust not in consistency
but in the endless possibilities for change and growth. Sometimes a change in opinion goes only as
far as what we think will be most popular. But changing our mind, when done in a spirit of
authentic discernment and from the heart, can be transformative. It might even open us to the

kingdom of God in ways unknown before.

Devotional message and art based on the readings for October 1, 2023 reprinted from sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

PITCH
God's abundant
Grace

tells us anyone can be

transformed in way previously

thought impossible or
unexpected
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