
 

Third Sunday of Advent 

December 10, 2023 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

Virginia, MN 
Pastor Liz Cheney 

 



THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT                                                                                                                                
How does a weary world rejoice?                                                                                                                                         

We allow ourselves to be amazed Luke 1:57-66 | Psalm 126  

PRELUDE                         Kristen Weikum 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING  How does a weary world practice joy?     
By dancing, and throwing birthday parties.        
By hanging Christmas lights, and holding sleepy babies. By singing loudly, and looking for good 
news. 
By telling the story of Jesus, and showing up for our community.      
There are a million ways to practice joy. So today we light the candle of joy as a reminder and                     
a charge. 
With God’s help, may we bring joy into a weary world. Amen.  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Our God can part the sea.        
God can bring water from a rock, and provide bread in the desert.    
Our God can walk on water.           
He can heal the sick, and turn water into wine.       
Our God sets the stars in the sky.          
God hears our voice when we cry, and is closer than our own breath.   
There is nothing our God cannot do.         
Let us stand in awe. Let us worship God with wonder.  
 

GATHERING SONG   He Came Down                  ELW 253               
 

CALL TO CONFESSION          
If you spend any time with a child,  you will quickly notice that children see the world 
differently. For a child, a ladybug is a miracle.  A pine tree is a wonder.  Curiosity is a love 
language, and water is not only for survival, but for joy.   
As adults, we forget this language of awe and wonder, and when we do, we distance ourselves 
from God.  
In confession, we have the opportunity to close that distance.      
So let us return to God with hearts wide open. Let us return to God in prayer. 
Join me in the prayer of confession:  
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION              
Holy God, Somewhere in our childhood we face pressure to outgrow awe.   
We turn into adults who obsess over data and facts. 
We praise those who have answers and assume that wonder is an answerless game. 
Forgive us for closing that door to you. 
Remind us that the kingdom of God belongs to children.     
 
 



Teach us the ways of awe and wonder, so that like Zechariah, 
when we find ourselves speechless, our first words will be words of praise. 
With hearts open wide, we pray, amen.  
 

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS                   
Family of faith, Just as we marvel at mountains and newborns, at sunrises and sunsets, 
God marvels at us.           
There is nothing you could do or leave undone that could prevent God from loving you.  
So hear and believe the good news of the gospel:  
We are forgiven.  We are loved.  We belong to God.  Amen.  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our 
ears to the words of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your 
light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

CHIDLREN’S TIME   “You Are Special”  Skit 
SONG “This Little Light of Mine” 

This little light of mine,  I’m goin’a let it shine 
This little light of mine,  I’m goin’a let it shine 
This little light of mine,  I’m goin’a let it shine 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine 

 

GOSPEL LUKE 1:24-45 
The Holy gospel according to Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbours and 
relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 
On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him 
Zechariah after his father. But his mother said, ‘No; he is to be called John.’ They said to her, 
‘None of your relatives has this name.’ Then they began motioning to his father to find out 
what name he wanted to give him. He asked for a writing-tablet and wrote, ‘His name is John.’ 
And all of them were amazed. Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and 
he began to speak, praising God. Fear came over all their neighbours, and all these things 
were talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. All who heard them pondered 
them and said, ‘What then will this child become?’ For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with 
him. 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON         Pastor Liz Cheney 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Christ, Be Our Light                      ELW 715     
   

 
 
 
 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH          
We believe in a God who knows our names,         
who counts the hairs on our heads, and carries the dreams in our hearts.    
We believe that God’s fingerprints are all over creation,       
and that God is forever speaking to us in a million different ways.     
We believe that awe and wonder,        
goosebumps and laughter, telling stories and paying attention, 
are all ways that we can say thank you to our creating, sustaining, and loving God.  
Therefore we commit ourselves to moving through this world eyes wide open, with 
porous hearts, and grateful spirits.        
We commit ourselves to living lives of awe, wonder, and gratitude,    
trusting that these things will forever draw us deeper into God’s loving arms.   
We believe.             
We stand in awe. Thanks be to God!  
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  (There will be no spoken response.  There will be moments of silence 
between petitions.  Use this time to add your own prayer request or lift up what is on your heart) 
 

SHARING THE PEACE  The peace of the Lord be with you always.   And also with you. 
Please share a sign of God’s peace with one another. 
 
OFFERING  
OFFERING PRAYER 
God our provider, by your merciful hand abundance springs up from the earth. 
Receive and bless these gifts of your own bounty. 
Let them be a sign of your steadfast love and faithfulness for all people, 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
LORD’S PRAYER                           pg. 191 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
In this meal, righteousness and peace meet together. 
Come, take your place at the table.  All are welcome. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

LAMB OF GOD                                                            pg. 135 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS    Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus          ELW 254 
There’s a Voice in the Wilderness                           ELW 255 
 

TABLE BLESSING 
Generous God, in bread and cup you have revealed your glory for all people to see 
together. 
Nourished by this meal, send us out to proclaim your good news of liberation and 
release, brought to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
Family of faith, as you leave this place, you go into a weary world –  
So speak tenderly.  Do the good that is yours to do.  Choose connection. 
Hold onto hope.  And remember that Christ took on flesh for you. 
You are God’s beloved.  So go rejoicing.  The world needs it.  Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG   Light Dawns on a Weary World                                                                  ELW 726   
       

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  Keep wake.      Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE              Kristen Weikum 
  
  



We hold in our prayers 
Please pray for people in need of comfort, hope, healing, or safe transition: Mark, Jess, Kate, 
Joe, Matthew, Russ, Carolyn B., Dan, Adeline, Jesse, Tedd, Ed & Karen, Ralph, Diane, Chuck, 
Sue, Mike, Kate, Matt, Ken, Ruth T., Hermine, Deb L., Matt, Ross-(needs transplant of kidneys & 
pancreas), Brandon, Jessica, Breanna, Jeremy, Richard, Shari, Rodney, Lee, Kathy, Mary, Wally 
C., Marlene, Victoria.  Please keep Larry Murray and family in your prayers at the passing of his 
wife, Bonnie Murray.  
Call Ginny Ahrlin, prayer leader for this month, at 218-749-0056 for prayer needs. 
 
 

If you are in need of any pastoral care or if you or someone you know would like a visit, 
please call Pastor Liz Cheney at 218-780-8907 or the church office at 218-741-6207. 

 

Visitors and Friends 
We at Our Savior’s practice open communion during Sunday Worship.  Our Lord invites us to 
share a holy meal at His altar, and we understand that invitation to be open to all who wish to 

commune with us.  You are therefore welcome to join us in our Lord’s Supper.  
 If you prefer a Gluten Free wafer or juice, please let the Pastor/server know.  

 

 
 

A warm welcome to all visitors who are worshiping with us this morning!  Please join us 
for coffee fellowship following the service.  

 

 

CONTACT US 
 

Church Office: 218-741-6207 
office@oslcmn.com 

www.oslcmn.com 
www.facebook.com/oslcmn 

YouTube Page ~ Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Virginia MN Office 
 

NEW OFFICE HOURS 
Office Admin hours will now be Tuesday – Friday, 9am – 5pm 

 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS 
Pastor Liz will be here Mondays & off Fridays – 218-780-8907                                                            

or lizcheney44@gmail.com 
 

STAFF 
Pastor:  Rev. Liz Cheney 

Church Secretary: Colleen Brown Jacobson 
Bookkeeper: Carole Rutka 

Musicians:  Kristen Weikum, Mark Ongalo, Ginny Ahrlin 
Custodian: Steve Gagnon 

 
 

 

mailto:ielctower@gmail.com
http://www.oslcmn.com/
http://www.facebook.com/oslcmn


 

 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR 

SUNDAY, Dec. 10TH , 2023 

 

 

    
                                                       
 

 
 

CHRISTMAS SING ALONG You may be wondering what this “Sing Around the tree” is 
all about!  Come and find out!  As a little girl, one of my fondest memories is the 
annual sing around the tree event here at Our Savior’s and it is just what you 
imagine.  A big Christmas tree in the middle of the fellowship hall; chairs all the way 
around it, a piano and people!  We sing our favorite Christmas carols.  Kids dance and 
have fun around the tree.  We start the evening with a potluck because why not 
share in a meal together!  Food brings us together!  Fellowship happens and fun is 

had by all!  Help bring back this wonderful family fun event and join us TODAY.  We will eat at 5:00 
and then sing after dinner. Bring a dish to share and be ready to make a joyful noise! 
 

LEFSE SALE TODAY  Lefse will be available to purchase after the worship service today!  
 

THANK YOU! Thank you all who helped with our 1st Community Breakfast yesterday! It’s a blessing for 
the church to provide food, fellowship & friendship to the people of our community. 
 

ADVENT MID-WEEK EXPERIENCE We will continue our time together this Wed.,                                                      
Dec. 13th, with a meal at 5:30, then study & Worship (until approx. 7pm). We will                                                       
also meet Dec. 20th. You are invited to be a part of this experience to help you                                                      
become more deeply aware of the waiting time & help you express for yourself (or publicly) what you 
are longing for in your spiritual life.  Each Wednesday will begin with dinner & fellowship together (no 
cost for dinner). We will explore scripture, reflect on questions, and dig deeper each evening with an 
intentional experience around art, poetry, music or tother media as well. Bring a friend, neighbor and 

yourself! Week three’s topic is  We allow ourselves to be amazed 
 

CHRISTMAS BASKETS The lists are in the narthex for signing up to donate meal                                                                 
items. Please have items here by Dec. 20th. Thank you!  
 

CHRISTMAS EVE DAY Our Christmas-Eve Day worship will take place on Sunday, Dec. 24th at 9:30am 
and our traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be at 4pm.  
 

WANTED! Council member nominations: The nominating committee is seeking those interested in 
serving on Church Council, other committees and as delegates to VLM & the Synod.  There are six 
council members getting off council in January.  If you are interested in serving in this way, please 
contact one of the nominating committee members: Nancy Fisher, Jackie Witty or Tamera Brown. 
            

TECH TEAM FORMATION  Within the next few weeks OS will have the equipment and ability to live 
stream our worship services, funerals, weddings, concerts, etc... LIVE!  People will be able to tune in at 
9:30 on Sunday mornings and watch our worship in the moment on both our FB page & YouTube.  This 
is very exciting!  Pastor is looking to put together a Tech Team that would be able to help on Sunday 



mornings get mics on, camera on, radio on, etc... Dan Peliska has been our solo Tech Team with help 
from our secretary Colleen.  It's time to expand our team, and with our new equipment, now seems to 
be a good time.  Please talk with Pastor Liz if you are interested in helping out in this way. 
 

SOCIAL CONCERNS COMMITTEE  It is time to re-energize our Social Concerns Committee as we 
prepare for Christmas baskets, but beyond that there are many social concerns OS could be a part 
of.  If you are interested in social justice, outreach ministry and concern for our local community this is 
the team for you!  See Pastor Liz for more information. 
 

RADIO SPONSORSHIP Dan & Judy Peliska are sponsoring today’s broadcast in memory of George 
Peliska and Joyce & Jorma Wessman.  If you are interested in sponsoring a Sunday Worship in honor of 
someone or a special event (wedding anniversary, birth of children, baptism date) or in memory of a 
loved one who has passed, you may do so in full for $90 or shared/partial at $45.  Just call the church 
office, and/or sign up on the sheet provided on the bulletin board by the fountain.  
 
 
 

PLEASE TAKE YOUR BULLETIN HOME FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRAYERS & STUDY 

 
 
 

The mid-week Advent Worship continues to meet 

Wednesdays! Join us this week, Wed., Dec. 13th @ 
5:30 -7pm for the third week of our study. We’ll 
begin with soup dinner together. Invite a friend or 
family member.  
 

 

DEC. 13th  

We allow ourselves                                                                                         
to be amazed 
 
Dec. 20th  

We sing stories of hope 
The Advent Devotional for this study is available to 
you in the narthex.           

GIVING IS EASY WITH OUR QR CODE 
 

 

Just scan it with your                                                        

phone’s camera to                                                                     

learn more about                                                        

contributing to                                                                                                          

OSLC’s Ministries! 

 Pick up your ELCA                                   

Advent Calendar                                                      

in the narthex and                                                           

take a look at the                                                          

Good Gifts Display                                                                 

& Christmas Tree                                                        

“Gift” ornaments!  

                                                                         

                                                                        ALL 4TH – 8TH  
             GRADERS 

 

JOIN US next Sunday, Dec. 17th                       
6pm – 8pm 


