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PRELUDE                                                               Kristen Weikum, Organist 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   
               

GATHERING HYMN    Shall We Gather at the River         ELW 423 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our creator, 
our protector, 
our wellspring of life.  
Amen. 
 
Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess our sin.                                    
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Merciful God, 
you speak blessing and compassion into the world. 
Forgive us for the ways we act 
with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. 
We ignore the needs of our neighbors; 
we resist your call to oppose injustice; 
we give in to scarcity and fear; 
we assume the worst about one another. 
Cleanse us from our faults 
and release us from their grasp. 
Show us your lovingkindness. 
Restore our hearts and repair your world, 
that we may live in Christ’s ways. Amen. 
 
 

God proclaims these words of assurance: 
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 
I have called you by name. You are mine.” 

In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven. 
In the Spirit, you are made free. 
Refreshed by the waters of mercy, 
live anew as beloved children of God. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE   When a Star is Shining      ACS  915 

 

 
 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY    
Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him as your beloved 
Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be 
called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 



FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 

 1 But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, 

  he who formed you, O Israel: 

 Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. 

 2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

  and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 

 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 

  and the flame shall not consume you. 

 3 For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 

 I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 

 4 Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you, 

 I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. 

 5 Do not fear, for I am with you; 

  I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you; 

 6 I will say to the north, “Give them up,” 

  and to the south, “Do not withhold; 

 bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the earth— 

 7 everyone who is called by my name, 

  whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.” 

Word of God.  Word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 29 

 1 Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, 

  ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

 2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; 

  worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 

 3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 

  the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 

 4 The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; 

  the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.  

 5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; 

  the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

 6 the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 

  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

 7 The voice of the LORD 

  bursts forth in lightning flashes.  

       8 The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

  the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  



     9 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 

  And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 

 10 The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; 

  the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore. 

 11 O LORD, give strength to your people; 

  give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.  

SECOND READING: Acts 8:14-17 
14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter 

and John to them. 15 The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit 16 (for 

as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord 

Jesus). 17 Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

   Word of God.  Word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL:  Luke 3:15-17, 21-22.    The Holy Gospel according to Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord.  
15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, 
whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but 
one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and 
to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 

  21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the 
heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice 
came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.                                                                                                                                     
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 

SERMON                        Pastor Liz Cheney 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus          ELW451  
 



APOSTLES’ CREED             pg. # 105 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    
Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth, and all people. 
Please respond to “God of grace,” after each petition with “hear our prayer.” 
 

SHARING THE PEACE                                                                                                                                                                         
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
Please share a sign of God’s peace with one another. 
 

OFFERING    
Thank you for your continued financial support of OSLC!  Whether you join us in person 

or online, the ministry and missions of Our Savior’s depend on faithful giving. 

+ online links can be found by accessing our website at https://www.oslcmn.com/ 

+ Using the QR code found here: 

+ Contacting the church office to set up regular automatic giving 

+ Dropping off or mailing in your offering 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   
God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the depths of the seas. Bless 
what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude and 
generosity, now and always. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER      
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.                                                  pg. 191 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

The joy of the Lord is our strength. Come, eat this meal of gladness. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.oslcmn.com/


LAMB OF GOD  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN   Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters                    ELW 445 
 

TABLE BLESSING 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   

Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and drink. Strengthen us for 
service, and send us out to embody your good news of liberation and healing for the sake of the world. 
In the name of Christ we pray, Amen. 
 

BLESSING    

The Spirit of the triune God ☩ bless you with joy,  
anoint you with compassion, and send you in love. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN    Baptized and Set Free                       ELW 453  

DISMISSAL  Go in peace. Live in hope. Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE                                                                             Kristen Weikum, Organist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

WE HOLD IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

Please pray for people in need of comfort, hope, healing, or safe transition: Pr. Art, Bob D, Mark O., Janet, 
Ada-praise, is now home, John W., Ross-(needs transplant of kidneys & pancreas),  Joy T., Deb, Cliff, 
Margaret, Shannon P., Amanda, Jan, Nicole, Deb, Luddy, Bruce & family, Andrew T., Sharon P., Sue, Gerilyn, 
Andrew, Alexandria, Courtney,  Jill & husband, Amelia, Archer, Jarie, Phyllis, Wally, Deb, Adeline, Tedd, Ed & 
Karen, Ralph, Chuck, Sue. Call Janet Heglund @ 218-749-6143 for prayer needs- the prayer chain leader January 
through June. 

 

If you are in need of any pastoral care or if you or someone you know would like a visit,                            

 please call Pastor Liz Cheney at 218-780-8907 or the church office at 218-741-6207. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT US 

OSLC, 1111 8th St. South, Virginia, MN Church Office: 218-741-6207 
Email: office@oslcmn.com 
Online: www.oslcmn.com 
www.facebook.com/oslcmn 

         YouTube Page  “Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Virginia MN Office”        
 

OFFICE HOURS 

Office Admin hours are 9am – 5pm, Tuesday – Friday.                                                       
There will be times we’re away from the office doing errands, for this 
reason, please call ahead if you plan on coming to the church or need 
assistance! 

 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS 

     Pastor Liz will be here Tues. – Thurs. & off  Fridays.                                                                          
     Call @ 218-780-8907                                                             
or or email at lizcheney44@gmail.com                                 

 

STAFF 

Pastor:  Rev. Liz Cheney 
Secretary: Colleen Brown Jacobson 
Bookkeeper: Carole Rutka 
Custodian: Steve Gagnon 
Musicians:  Kristen Weikum, Mark Ongalo, and Ginny Ahrlin 

 

mailto:office@oslcmn.com
http://www.oslcmn.com/
http://www.facebook.com/oslcmn


 

 

 

  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

         Baptism of Our Lord       

                 January 12, 2025 
 

 
 

LIFT CONFIRMATION  Lift will resume in January and meet on  Jan 15th & 29th  6-8pm, at Messiah Lutheran.  
 

KITCHEN WORK DAY   We could use a few volunteers, and those good at organizing, Friday, Jan. 17th and 
Saturday, Jan. 18th    
 

“ALL- CHURCH-TOGETHER” EVENT!  Join us Wed., Jan. 22nd 5-7pm for Pizza & Bingo in the Fellowship Hall 
with prizes! It will be a fun way to bring in the New Year ~ 
 

ANNUAL MEETING  Our Annual Congregational Meeting will take place Sunday, January 26th.  If you are a 
member, please commit yourself to coming. It will take place after the Worship Service. 
 

NEW CONSTITUTION  There are copies of the new Constitution in the office if you would like to look it over 
before the Annual Meeting.  
 

TASK FORCE TEAM  We are building a team to look into the sanctuary windows and take the next steps for 
a springtime project. Quotes will be requested from three different local contractors. Please see Pastor Liz 
or Mark Ongalo if you are interested in serving on this Task Force team.  
 

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS  The Annual Contribution Statements will be mailed out the last week of 
January. If you require your statement before then, just call the office and one can be made for you early. 
 

RADIO/LIVESTREAM SPONSORSHIP  If you are interested in sponsoring a Sunday Worship in honor of 
someone, or a special event (wedding anniversary, birth of children, baptism date) or in memory of a loved 
one who has passed, you may do so for $45 half, or $90 in full. This supports our tech & sound equipment. 
THE SIGN-UP SHEET WILL NOW BE LOCATED ON THE KIOSK – NEW LOCATION!  
 

EVENTS & MEETINGS THIS WEEK   
1/12 WORSHIP 
1/14  9:30AM  WELCA BOARD MTG, AND 5:30PM FUN-DUH-MENTALS BIBLE STUDY 
1/15  9AM QUILTING, AND 4:30 COMMUNITY MTG IN FELLOWSHIP HALL 
1/17 KITCHEN WORK DAY, AND 1/18 

                                                             



Updates from Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry 
 

 

SUMMER 2025 REGISTRATION IS OPEN! 

Explore with us this summer how God’s Word is ALIVE in God’s great Northwoods. 
Registration is open for Summer 2025!  To register: email vlm@vlmcamps.org  
or go to www.vlmcamps.org/registration,  or call our Duluth office at 218-481-9080. 
 

SUMMER STAFF APPLICATIONS ARE LIVE!  

We are hiring summer staff eager to grow in confidence, learn in community, and build 
lasting friendships. There are a variety of positions that are suitable for young adults with 
diverse skills and interests. Encourage a young adult you know to apply today! Head 
tovlmcamps.org/employment to learn more about the many job opportunities at VLM-Camp 
Vermilion and Camp Hiawatha! 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

February 15th- 11 am VLM Annual Meeting at Messiah Lutheran Church, Mt. Iron, MN 

March 13-16-Spring Creatives Retreat- Camp Vermilion 

April 11-13 -From Scratch Retreat- Camp Hiawatha 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Duluth office at 218-481-9080 
Visit our website: www.vlmcamps.com 
Or use the QR code 
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