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Virginia, MN 

Pastor Liz Cheney 

 



PRELUDE                                                 Kristen Weikum, Organist 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   
               

GATHERING HYMN          As We Gather at Your Table                                               ELW 522 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Merciful God, 
you free us to love others, 
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 
You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, 
but we grow weary in doing what is right. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Do not give up on us. 
Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life. Amen. 
You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. 

In the cross of ☩ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. Amen. 
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THIS IS THE FEAST  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY   O Lord God, your mercy delights us, and the world longs for your loving care. Hear 

the cries of everyone in need, and turn our hearts to love our neighbors with the love of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

FIRST READING:  Deuteronomy 30:9-14 
9 The LORD your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all your undertakings, in the fruit of your 

body, in the fruit of your livestock, and in the fruit of your soil. For the LORD will again take delight in 

prospering you, just as he delighted in prospering your ancestors, 10 when you obey the LORD your God by 

observing his commandments and decrees that are written in this book of the law, because you turn to 

the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 

  11 “Surely, this commandment that I am commanding you today is not too hard for you, nor is it too far 

away. 12 It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will go up to heaven for us and get it for us so that 

we may hear it and observe it?’ 13 Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will cross to the 

other side of the sea for us and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?’ 14 No, the word is very 

near to you; it is in your mouth and in your heart for you to observe. 

 Word of God.  Word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 



PSALM: Psalm 25:1-10 

 1 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 

 2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 

  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

 3 Let none who look to you be put to shame; 

  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 

 4 Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths.  

 5 Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 

 6 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, 

  for they are from everlasting. 

 7 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 

  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 

 8 You are gracious and upright, O LORD; therefore you teach sinners in your way. 

 9 You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way. 

 10 All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness 

  to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies. 
  

SECOND READING:  Colossians 1:1-14 
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 
2 To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our 

Father. 

  3 In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 4 for we have heard of 

your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, 5 because of the hope laid up for 

you in heaven. You have heard of this hope before in the word of the truth, the gospel 6 that has come to 

you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing in the whole world, so it has been bearing fruit among 

yourselves from the day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace of God. 7 This you learned from 

Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, 8 and he has made 

known to us your love in the Spirit. 

  9 For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and asking that you may 

be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so that you may 

walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the 

knowledge of God. 11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, so 

that you may have all endurance and patience, joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you 

to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us from the power of darkness and 

transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 

sins. 

 Word of God.  Word of life.  Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
 
 
                           

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 10:25-37.  The Holy Gospel according to Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
25 An expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal 

life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” 27 He answered, “You shall 

love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all 

your mind and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, 

and you will live.” 

  29 But wanting to vindicate himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, “A man 

was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, 

and took off, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw 

him he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, 

passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan while traveling came upon him, and when he saw him he 

was moved with compassion. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, treating them with oil and 

wine. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 The next day he 

took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him, and when I come back I will 

repay you whatever more you spend.’ 36 Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man 

who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, 

“Go and do likewise.” 

  The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.                                                                                                                                                                           
 

SERMON                                                                Pastor Liz Cheney 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love                                           ELW 708               
 

APOSTLES CREED                           pg. 105 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born    

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 

the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.                                                             
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the 
wholeness of the church, the world, and all creation… 

*Response after each petition: (Pastor or Worship Assistant) “God of grace,”  (All) “Hear our prayer.”  
 

SHARING THE PEACE   The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you.                                                                                                                                                                 
Please share a sign of God’s peace with one another. 
 

OFFERING   Thank you for your continued financial support of OSLC!  Whether you join 
us in person or online, the ministry & missions of Our Savior’s depend on faithful giving. 
You can give the following ways: 

+ online links can be found by accessing our website at https://www.oslcmn.com/ 
+ Using the QR code found here: 
+ Contacting the church office to set up regular automatic giving 
+ Dropping off or mailing in your offering 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is 

plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for 

the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…..we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

 

 

https://www.oslcmn.com/


LORD’S PRAYER     Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.                                          pg. 191 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. All are welcome. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS   Lamb of God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart                                                                             ELW 800 
 

TABLE BLESSING 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of 
your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 
 

BLESSING    
The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 

and the life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN     If You But Trust in God to Guide You                              ELW 769 
 

DISMISSAL   
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE                      Kristen Weikum, Organist 

 
 
*Songs and Liturgy from Sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies License #SB124425 and One License #740848-A. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  



 

 

 

WE HOLD IN OUR PRAYERS 

Please pray for people in need of comfort, hope, healing, or safe transition: Gordon, Ross (had kidney & 

pancreas transfusion surgery), Doug, Doris, Shari, Anna, Jeanette, Aaron, Shawn, Nicole, Gayla-heart, 

Steve-cancer, Carol, Sarah, Brandy, Rick, Jan, Tom, Lynn M., Archer, Sharon, Mary (lung & bone cancer), 

Debbie (community, cancer), Leanne, Addy, Deb, Cliff, Lorraine M., Eric, Kyle, Pr. Art, Bob D, Mark O., 

Janet, John W., Luddy, Gerilyn, Phyllis, Wally, Tedd, Ralph, Chuck, Sue. Please pray for Aubbie’s husband 

and family at her passing (community member). 

 

 

Call Janet Heglund, the prayer chain leader @ 218-749-6143 for prayer needs.  

Or Ginny Ahrlin @ 1-218-749-0056, the text prayer chain leader. 
 

If you are in need of any pastoral care or if you or someone you know would like a visit,                            
 please call Pastor Liz Cheney at 218-780-8907 or the church office at 218-741-6207. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

CONTACT US    

OSLC, 1111 8th St. South, Virginia, MN Church Office: 218-741-6207 

Email: office@oslcmn.com      Website: www.oslcmn.com 
www.facebook.com/oslcmn 

         YouTube Page  “Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Virginia MN Office”        
 

OFFICE ADMIN HOURS: CLOSED MONDAYS & HOLIDAYS.  

OPEN TUESDAY– FRIDAY, 9AM – 5PM. There will be times we’re away from the office 
doing errands, for this reason, please call ahead if you plan on coming to the church 
or need assistance! 

 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS 

     Pastor Liz will be here Tues. – Thurs. & off  Fridays.                                                                          
     Call @ 218-780-8907  or email at  lizcheney44@gmail.com                                 

 

STAFF 

Pastor:  Rev. Liz Cheney 
Secretary: Colleen Brown Jacobson 
Bookkeeper: Carole Rutka 
Custodian: Steve Gagnon 
Musicians:  Kristen Weikum, Mark Ongalo, Ginny Ahrlin. 

 

mailto:office@oslcmn.com
http://www.oslcmn.com/
http://www.facebook.com/oslcmn


 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

“Closet Challenge”   

 Thank you for participating in our challenge, it’s been helping! 
We’re listing affordable items in the bulletin  

for what works best in the Community Closet.  
 

WE NEED YOUR HELP STOCKING UP!  

Our part of the challenge will be finding where these items are on sale                                               
& listing them in the bulletin, and your part of the challenge can be                                     

deciding what’s easiest for you to donate. 
The weekly closet challenge items will cost $10.00 and under.   

  
1.  PEANUT BUTTER, LIBBY’S BRAND AT SUPER ONE: 

$1.88 for a 16oz jar/ $9.40 for 5. 
 
2. JELLY, BLACKBURN’S BRAND AT SUPER ONE: 

$2.97 for a 32oz jar/$8.91 for 3 jars. 
 
3.   POPULAR PROTEIN ITEM, GREEK YOGURT, AT WALMART: 

 $2.58 for a 4pk of Walmart brand/$7.74 for 3. 
 

4.   WALMART’S GREAT VALUE BRAND OF COLD CEREAL: 
       $2.76 for 18.7oz Raisin Bran or $2.82 for 24oz Shredded Wheat/approx. $8.46 for 3. 
 

5.   FRESH MANDARINS AT WALMART: 
$4.97 for a 3lb bag that can be shared/2 for $9.94. 

   

 

 

 

 

 
 

You’re always welcome to shop at your favorite store,  
and buy the food & brands you prefer if it’s more convenient.  
Nonfood items also needed: shampoo ($2.97 @ Walmart)  

and bodywash ($2.94 @ Walmart).  
We have a sufficient number of toothbrushes & toothpaste at the moment. 

Thank you for helping!                                              



         

        ANNOUNCEMENTS 

                Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

                                                            JULY 13th, 2025 
 

 

 

SUMMER FUN NIGHTS  Summer Fun Night at Our Savior's Wed. July 23rd 6PM. Be sure to come hungry 

as we will be having a backyard BBQ as Scooby grills burgers and hot dogs and smoked chicken! We’ll have 

pasta salad, chips & the fixings to go with it. There will be yard games & a petting zoo as well as live music 

- feel free to bring your guitar if you want to jam along!  If it rains, we will relocate into the fellowship hall. 
 

ESCAPE ROOM 2025  MAYHEM AT THE “LIFE OF MOSES” MUSEUM! Your mission is to figure out 10 fun facts 

about Moses in 1 hour! Get a team together & sign-up with Tamera! SEE THE IMAGE/AD BACK PAGE. 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  VBS will be held at Messiah Lutheran- supported by Messiah, OSLC, and 

Gethsemane Lutheran, with VLM staff guiding the program.  Date & time: Sun. Aug. 10 – Wed., Aug. 13, 

5pm – 8pm. Grades K – 6 are invited. Youth & adult volunteer opportunities available. A community meal 

& worship will be held for all, with a campfire, crafts & nature time for the kids! The links to sign up are in 

our Friday email - you can also pick up a postcard in the narthex with all the info & a QR Code to register.  
  

LDR & FLOOD HELP  The insert from Lutheran Disaster Relief is for you to consider helping with the floods 

in Texas. You can write a check to OSLC, with “Flood” written in the memo area, or give directly. 
 

NEW COMMUNITY BREAKFAST TIME The Community Breakfast will now close @ 11:30am (9am-11:30am). 

The Community Closet will also close at 11:30 on that 2nd Saturday along with the breakfast.  
 

RECYCLING NEEDS  If you recycle egg cartons, Quad Cities Food Shelf is in need of them to distribute eggs. 

You can place them in the shopping cart in the narthex coat closet area!  Also, if you recycle empty toilet 

paper rolls (NOT paper towels), or have partially used candles/crayons, you can drop them off in the cart, 

as ERDAC uses both to create projects (East Range Developmental Achievement Center).  
 

LIBRARY NEWS  Our featured book this month is The Faces of Jesus, by Frederick Buechner. The Fireside 

Room is a relaxing spot to grab a book and sit & read in our reorganized Library area. In the coming 

months we will be adding newer books relevant for today, and we will no longer be taking donated books 

at this time- as we have officially run out of room! Thank you for your past donations ~  
 

WORSHIP SPONSORSHIP  Today’s worship is sponsored by George Croft and Marlene Kauppinen, in 

memory of Jenn Kauppinen, thank you! If you’re interested in sponsoring Livestream and local TV 

Broadcast in honor of someone, or a special event (wedding anniversary, birth of children, baptism date) 

or in memory of a loved one who has passed, you may do so any amount you choose from $25 - $100. The 

funds will be used to keep our new sound system up to date and functioning for Livestream and local 

broadcast. The sign-up sheet is on the kiosk.



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK @ OSLC:   

7/13   9:30AM SUNDAY WORSHIP 

7/14   6PM BOY SCOUTS 

7/15   1PM WELCA BIBLE STUDY 

7/16   9AM-2PM QUILTING,  11AM COUNCIL MTG, 

           12PM-3PM COMMUNITY CLOSET 

7/17   10:30AM LSS MTG, FIRESIDE ROOM,                                                                                  

            12PM FUN-DUH-MENTALS BIBLE STUDY 

7/18    DEADLINE FOR AUGUST’S NEWSLETTER  

             INFORMATION ~ 
 

*SANCTUARY: ORGAN PRACTICE 1PM- WED., THURS., FRI. 

YFC youth will be selling peaches in our lot this 

week, Jul.16-19, and                                                                

Hansen’s Country Produce Stand is now here 

Wednesdays – Sundays! 



God Pause for Friday, July 11, 2025 
Luke 10:25-37 (NRSV) 

25Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he said, "what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?" 26He said to him, "What is written in the law? What do you read there?" 27He answered, "You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and 
with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself." 28And he said to him, "You have given the right 
answer; do this, and you will live." 29But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, "And who is my 
neighbor?" 30Jesus replied, "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands 
of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 31Now by chance a 
priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32So likewise 
a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan while 
traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34He went to him and 
bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, 
brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the 
innkeeper, and said, 'Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you 
spend.' 36Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the 
robbers?" 37He said, "The one who showed him mercy." Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise." 

Devotion 

While travelling to a conference at Luther Seminary a few years ago, just as my son and I were about 

to take the Como Ave exit off the highway, we blew a tire. I carefully steered the car off the busy road, 

onto the exit and into a nearby parking lot. I felt rather defeated and frustrated, knowing that our 

conference was starting within a half hour. But there was no one else around to help, so we opened 

the trunk and got started on the messy process of changing the tire. Amid our process of finding the 

jack and the spare, a middle-aged man in an overly well used car, wearing a tattered coat and hat, 

pulled up and jumped out of his vehicle. Before we knew it, he was offering to help us out, had the car 

jacked up, the flat tire off and the spare on, keeping up friendly conversation all the while. May we all 

be open to God’s surprising us with the presence of a Good Samaritan! 

Prayer 

Gracious God, giver of all that we need, we are grateful that you offer us Good Samaritans on our path 

of life. In this age when division seems to reign, open our eyes to the many ways you unexpectedly 

come to us through others who are different from us and bring us into true and loving community 

with you in our midst. Amen. 

 

Rev. Margaret Yackel-Juleen '09 M.Div.Pastor, One in Faith Parish, Arlington, Iowa 
 
 
 



Dear church, 

 

Our hearts break anew with each update about the catastrophic flash floods in South Central 

Texas. We join the Rev. Sue Briner, bishop of the Southwestern Texas Synod, in her call to “pray, 

pray, pray for those who are still lost as well as the families of those who are lost, who have 

died, or who have experienced loss of home or property.” Merciful God, hear our prayer. 

 

As ever and with your support, the ELCA, through Lutheran Disaster Response, stands ready to 

walk with our neighbors in the Texas hill country as the floodwaters recede and communities 

begin to navigate life on the other side of this horrific flood. May we be bearers of the hope 

found in Christ alone and help shoulder the burden for those who grieve unimaginable loss. 

Thank you to those who have already joined us through your prayers and support for this work. 

 

 
 

 

Your gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response ensure that our neighbors are not alone on the long 

road to recovery after disasters like the floods in Texas. 

 

Lutheran Disaster Response is coordinating with the Southwestern Texas Synod and will 

work with other partners as well to respond to urgent needs, provide emotional and spiritual 

care, and support cleanup and long-term recovery. 

 

Through these disasters and others in the United States and around the world, Lutheran 

Disaster Response accompanies communities throughout the recovery process, walking with 

them for as long as it takes. Together, as a church, we follow Christ’s call to share hope and 

healing with our neighbors in need. 

 

 

Lutheran Disaster Response 

https://give.elca.org/s/3755492/oGSJOLBY
https://give.elca.org/s/3755492/oGSJOLBY
https://give.elca.org/s/3755494/oGSJOLBY
https://give.elca.org/s/3755494/oGSJOLBY

