SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8th, 2026
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

ACITY.BUILT ON AHILL
CANNOT BEHID

- MATTHEW 5:14

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
Virginia, MN
Pastor Liz Cheney




PRELUDE Jen Fredrickson, Pianist
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING HYMN Gather Us In ELW# 532
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth,
the Word who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters. Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests

at the expense of our neighbors.

We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.

We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you.

Turn us to seek your face.

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares:
Like a spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,

and forgives your sin in -F Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,
and bless you with the gift of peace. Amen.
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For the peace of the whole world. for the well -being of the church of
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God, and for the u-ni-ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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praise, let us pray to the Lord.
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THIS IS THE FEAST
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PRAYER OF THE DAY Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you.
By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do them,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12]

Lector, Jen Fredrickson

Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the ineffectiveness of their
fasts. God reminds them that outward observance is no substitute for genuine fasting that results in acts of

justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, and clothing the naked.
1Shout out; do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins.
2Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways,
as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness
and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;
they ask of me righteous judgments; they want God on their side.
3“Why do we fast, but you do not see?



Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day and oppress all your workers.
4You fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist.
Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high.
5|s such the fast that | choose, a day to humble oneself?
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?
Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the Lorp?
&1s not this the fast that | choose: to loose the bonds of injustice,
to undo the straps of the yoke to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke?
7|s it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly;
your vindicator shall go before you; the glory of the Lorp shall be your rear guard.
% Then you shall call, and the Lorp will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here | am.”
% |f you remove the yoke from among you,
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
10jf you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday.
11 The Lorp will guide you continually and satisfy your needs in parched places
and make your bones strong, and you shall be like a watered garden,
like a spring of water whose waters never fail.
12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;
you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;
you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 112:1-9 [10] Please respond with the verses in bold print.
1Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LorD
and have great delight in God’s commandments!
2Their descendants will be mighty in the land;
the generation of the upright will be blessed.
3Wealth and riches will be in their house,
and their righteousness will last forever.
4 Light shines in the darkness for the upright;
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.
51t is good for them to be generous in lending
and to manage their affairs with justice.
& For they will never be shaken;
the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.



’They will not be afraid of any evil rumors;
their heart is steadfast, trusting in the LoRrD.

8Their heart is established and will not shrink,
until they see their desire upon their enemies.

°They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever;
they will hold up their head with honor.

19The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine away;
the desires of the wicked will perish.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16]

Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored with human philosophy and wisdom, Paul continuously
presents God’s hidden wisdom which is Jesus Christ crucified. True spiritual maturity involves judging ourselves
and others in light of God’s revelation in the cross.

1When | came to you, brothers and sisters, | did not come proclaiming the testimony of God to you
with superior speech or wisdom. 2 For | decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and
him crucified. 3 And | came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. 4 My speech and my
proclamation were made not with persuasive words of wisdom but with a demonstration of the Spirit
and of power, ° so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God.

6Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers
of this age, who are being destroyed. 7 But we speak God’s wisdom, a hidden mystery, which God
decreed before the ages for our glory 8and which none of the rulers of this age understood, for if they
had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. ° But, as it is written,

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived,

what God has prepared for those who love him” —
10God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of
God. 1 For what human knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no
one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 2 Now we have received not the spirit
of the world but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by
God. 13 And we speak of these things in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit,
interpreting spiritual things to those who are spiritual.

14Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness to
them, and they are unable to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. > Those who
are spiritual discern all things, and they are themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny.

16 “For who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?”

But we have the mind of Christ.

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.
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Cantor: Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e¢-ter-nal life.

GOSPEL: Matthew 5:13-20. The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world,
doing good works and keeping God’s commandments.

[Jesus said:] 13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be
restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown out and trampled under foot.

14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 1> People do not light a lamp
and put it under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the
house. ¢ In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father in heaven.

17“Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have come not to abolish but
to fulfill. 8 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a
letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. ° Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of
these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of
heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of
heaven. 2°For | tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will
never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON Pastor Liz Cheney
HYMN OF THE DAY When a Star Is Shining ACS#915
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I When a star is shin-ing 0 - ver east - ern hills,
2 Where the world is wait-ing for an un-known day,
3 Lead us on, O Day-star, in the qui - et night;
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when the air is si - lent, and the clam -or stills,
where a voice for - got - ten cries, “Pre - pare the way!”

guide us through the shad-ow with your gen-tle light;
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when the night is wait-ing, and the old hopes rise,
Where an earth-ly pow-er makes the heart turn  cold,
show us in a man-ger our re-demp-tion’s sign;
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then the time has rip - ened and the heart grows wise.
there the gifts are of - fered— in - cense, myrrh, and  gold.
bring us to a morn-ing where the prom - ise  shines.
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APOLSTLES CREED

pg. 105
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the
whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

*Please respond after each petition: “Merciful God,” (Pastor) “receive our prayer,” (Congregation).
Concluding prayer: Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend
all for whom we pray to God'’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.

SHARING THE PEACE The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Please share a sign of God’s peace with one another.



OFFERING Thank you for your continued financial support of OSLC! Whether you join
us in person or online, the ministry & missions of Our Savior’s depend on faithful
giving. You can give the following ways:

+ online links can be found by accessing our website at https://www.oslcmn.com/

+ Using the QR code found here:

+ Contacting the church office to set up regular automatic giving

+ Dropping off or mailing in your offering

OFFERING PRAYER God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for
those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered
to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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https://www.oslcmn.com/

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. pg. 191
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.

COMMUNION HYMNS: Lamb of God
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world grant us  peace, grant us  peace.
God of Grace and God of Glory ELW# 705
Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service ELW# 712

TABLE BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.

In the sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart.

Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love,

and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart for
praise *F bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN We Are Marching In the Light ELW# 866

DISMISSAL Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Jen Fredrickson, Pianist



*Songs and Liturgy from Sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
License #SB124425 and One License #740848-A. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission, Augsburg Fortress #SB124425. All rights reserved.

WE HOLD IN OUR PRAYERS

Please pray for people in need of comfort, hope, healing, or safe transition: Dawn, Dan, Pete, Shannon,
Pastor Ellen, Dale, Adeline, Sue, Jim, Wendy, Fred, Harry, Scooby, Larry, Caleb, Pete, Jake, Laurie, Mike,
Matthew C, Marge, Dana, Doug, Matthew, Bill, Mark, Dena, Jeff & family, Dan, Steve, Rick & Betsy,
Gordon, Ross (post-transplant surgery), Doris, Shari, Anna, Jeanette, Aaron, Shawn, Nicole, Gayla-heart,
Sarah, Brandy, Rick, Janet, Tom, Lynn M., Archer, Sharon, Mary, Debbie, Leanne, Addy, Deb, Cliff,
Lorraine M., Eric, Kyle, Pr. Art, Bob D, John W., Gerilyn, Phyllis, Wally, Tedd, Ralph, Chuck, Sue. Pray for
Doug Jussila’s family at the passing of his brother-in-law, Lowell. Pray for Dave & Shannen Toole at the
passing of her mother, Jeanette this week.

Call the church office if you have a prayer need and we will send it to the prayer chain if you desire.
If you are in need of any pastoral care or if you or someone you know would like a visit, please call
Pastor Liz Cheney at 218-780-8907 or the church office at 218-741-6207.

CONTACTUS Office: 218-741-6207 Email: office@oslcmn.com
OSLC, 1111 8" St. South, Virginia, MN

Website: www.oslemn.com  www.facebook.com/oslcmn
YouTube Page "“Our Savior's Lutheran Church, Virginia MN Office”

OFFICE ADMIN HOURS:
CLOSED MONDAYS & HOLIDAYS. OPEN TUES.- FRIDAY, 9AM-5PM

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS Pastor Liz is here Tues.-Thurs. & does visits etc., Mon. & Fri.
Call @ 218-780-8907 or email at lizcheney44@gmail.com

STAFF

Pastor: Rev. Liz Cheney

Secretary: Colleen Brown Jacobson

Bookkeeper: Carole Rutka

Custodian: Steve Gagnon

Musicians: Kristen Weikum, Mark Onaalo, Jen Fredrickson, Anna & Jim De Foe

February Lector Schedule
v. ’ Feb. 1- Kristi Ongalo
C L Feb. 8- Jen Fredrickson D

0!]-\\ Evangelical Lutheran

Feb. 15- Nina Kampf §l7%F Churchin America
Feb. 18, Ash Wednesday- Godiswork Qurhands.
Judy Peliska

Feb.22- Chris Culbert
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
FEBRUARY 8TH, 2026

SUPERBOWL SUBS! Pre-ordered Youth Subs will be available today after worship!

ADULT FORUM The Adult Forum is today with Kristi Ongalo presenting on the Lament Psalms.
Grab a cup of coffee & a treat and join us!

WELCA February is the month for WELCA’s Annual Love Offering Campaign. There are labeled
envelopes provided in the narthex if you'd like to give to WELCA for the ministries they provide for.
You can place your giving in the offering tray during worship or bring your envelope to the office
during the week. *Please mark checks for WELCA, not for OSLC.

BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR ALL There will be a Birthday Party for the whole congregation held during
Coffee An’ after worship on Sunday, Feb. 15, You’re invited to bring an inexpensive white elephant
gift to exchange (not required). WELCA is providing and will be serving ~

WELCA SPRING SALE If you have clothing, kitchen items or tools to donate, please leave them on the
back left table in the Fellowship Hall so we know they’re for the sale. Sorting will take place Mondays,
1-3pm. If organizing is your gift, you’re welcome to volunteer with us on the west wing!

ASH WEDNESDAY & LENT Our Ash Wednesday Worship will be Feb. 18th at 6PM. Mid-week Lenten
Soup Supper & Worship dates: 2/25, 3/4, 3/11, 3/18, 3/25. Soup will be served at 5:30pm and worship
will start at 6:15. Sign-up sheets to bring a soup and/or bread are on the kiosk.

NEW COUNCIL OFFICERS: John Elofson is President, Jim Fisher is Vice President, Ron Hindt is Council
Secretary, and Chris Culbert is Treasurer. Members: Gloria Gagnon, Nina Kampf, Pat Meinzer, Mark
Ongalo, Dan Peliska, and Dennis Pernu.

FINANCE TEAM: If you are interested in serving on our Finance Team, please see Pastor Liz or Carole
Rutka. The team meets the first Wednesday of the month at 11am.

SPONSORSHIP The Livestream & TV is sponsored by Tom Klabechek in loving memory of his wife, Jarie
Klabechek. Thank you for supporting our broadcasts. To sponsor a week in honor of a person or special
event, or in memory of a loved one, you can give any amount you desire to help maintain our
sound/camera equipment. The sign-up sheet is on the kiosk/glass cabinet in the narthex, and you can
bring your donation to the office or place in the offering plate (label it for the Livestream/TV).

FURNACE/PIPE PROJECT: Your continued support is appreciated! The Thermometer sign is displayed
with updates in the narthex. Reach out to Pastor or the Council if you have questions.
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50900000080 Hosted by WELCA GRAB A COFFEE & JOIN US FOR THE

L — ADULT FORUM AFTER WORSHIP




THIS WEEK @ OSLC 2/10 9:30 WELCA MEETING 2/14 9-11:30AM FREE BREAKFAST

2/8 9:30AM WORSHIP 2:30PM ORGAN PRACT. SPM(SET-UP) 7-9PM AA
ADULT FORUM, PICK UP 2/11 9AM-2PM QUILTING SPEAKER CONFERENCE
suBs! 12-3PM C. CLOSET, FELLOWSHIP HALL
2/9 1-3PM WELCA SORTING 2:30PM ORGAN PRACT. *Valentine gift boxes & cards are on
2;3“: ';“OAYOSRC%AU"_'r:RACT'CE 4PM CHOIR the narthex cabinet. VISITATION TEAM
2PM NA W.WING' 6-8PM LIFT @ OSLC MEMBERS PLEASE GRAB ONE FOR THE
2/13 6PM CUB SCOUTS PEOPLE YOU VISIT!

CONGREGATIONAL LENTEN ADVOCACY CIRCLES:

Pastor Beth Pottratz (ecofaith@nemnsynod.org)

Do you worry about what is happening to our neighbors and our environment, but are not sure what you

can do on your own? Do you know others in your congregation who are also concerned? Would you like

to offer a way to take positive action together?

Congregational advocacy circles will gather weekly during Lent to write letters or make calls to elected officials
about issues that are a concern. Support and information (including sample letters) will be provided.

To participate, congregations simply need: a couple of people interested in convening a circle and setting up
the table, the support of your pastor/deacon/SAM, and a willingness to participate in the orientation and
follow-up. Orientation: Tuesday, February 10, 6p.m. via zoom. Support will be available throughout.

For more information or to sign up to be a circle leader for your congregation, contact:

Pastor Beth Pottratz at ecofaith@nemnsynod.org

PICK UP YOUR SUBS TODAY! *LIFT IS HERE AT OSLC THIS WED. FEB. 11™
FEB.21-22 BAKE-A-THON & COFFEE AN’: The youth will be staying up all night 0
baking! They’ll bake communion bread & yummy treats! They will be asking if you < l I i:l

might pledge their bake-a-thon, then support their coffee an’(and bake sale) at all — b AL
three churches on Sunday, Feb 22",

Vi
LIVING IN FAITH TOGETHER

THIS WEEK FOR THE COMMUNITY CLOSET PANTRY

Below are the following challenge food items for the pantry. You can buy what you desire
and at the store that is most convenient for you; we just provide examples of most
commonly needed items and give examples of spending $10 or less.

We appreciate all donations!

EARTHBOUND FARMS MINI CARROTS @ SUPER ONE
. $1.97 EA/OR 5 FOR $9.85
3. CANNED CHICKEN, 10 OZ @ SUPER ONE
2 FOR $5/OR 4 FOR $10
4. KNORR CHICKEN RICE MIX @ WALMART B
$1-$1.24 EA/BUY 8 OR 10 FOR $10
5. MILK, 2%, 640Z @ WALMART W

$51.97 EA/OR 5/59.85




FEBRUARY 18™
WORSHIP AT 6PM
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OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 5

JOIN US WEDNESDAYS @
UUR SAVIOR'S LUTHERAN CHURCH

e | MID-WEEK
= LENT SOUP SUPPER
. A 2 WORSHIP

. SOUP AT 5:30 PM
/- WORSHIP AT 615 PM
4 WEDNESDAYS:

FEB. 5.
MAR. 4. 11.18. 25

Our Savior’s Lutheran
First Communion Classes
THREE SESSIONS: WED., 4:00-5:30 PM
MARCH 18TH, 25TH & APRIL 1ST

Please contact Pastor Liz
to sign your child up for classes.
First Communion celebration will take place
on Maundy Thursday, Amgu
during the Gpm wmﬁq; -

OUR NEXT |

COMMUNITY

BREAKFAST IS¢

SAT. FEB.14




God Pause for Friday, February 6, 2026
Matthew 5:13-20 (NRSV)

Read Matthew 5:13-20 on biblegateway.com

13"You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It
is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. **"You are the light
of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 1>No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the
bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. *®In the same way,
let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your
Father in heaven.

7"Do not think that | have come to abolish the law or the prophets; | have come not to abolish
but to fulfill. *8For truly | tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one
stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. **Therefore, whoever breaks
one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called
least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great
in the kingdom of heaven. 2°For | tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes
and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.

Devotion

Such a great start to this gospel reading! The “salty” part, then the final capstone of our
baptismal liturgy, telling the baptized to “Let your light so shine!” So much potential power.
And then near the end of this section from Matthew 5, a seemingly different story: the
impossibility of perfectly keeping God’s legal standard and exceeding the righteousness of
both scribes and Pharisees! Do we “let our light shine” or “take ourselves lightly”? | think the
answer is “Yes”. It is unfathomable grace that our ancestors survived pestilence, persecution
and predation. You have survived illness, the latest pandemic, trauma, accidents and more. |
survived a combat zone. But we’ve already died and risen again in Christ. What an entrance.
Lights, Christian, Action! To God be the glory.

Prayer

Eternal source, beginning and end, breath of life, bread of heaven, Light of the World. Wow!
Praise, honor, and blessing unto you—and bless me as you will for the sake of your brilliant
creation and my every neighbor. Amen.

Pastor Peter K. Muschinske '92 M.Div.Chaplain, United States Navy Reserve, Northwest Synod of Wisconsin


https://info.luthersem.edu/e3t/Ctc/ZU+113/d11vTR04/VVHZWR2-YqPyW7DysGD7xC4tWW4Mw1s55Kb88XN4dVQd23qgz0W95jsWP6lZ3n7W8T77Nn7_XJB3W3zx7Nf1G18vsVldf9L6-244XW3lz7wx9lncz4W3-Wv183nRrx0W2k5XhX7w-yN6V6gfLr5XC_VqW4CbvQZ8X41HYVGmd-S4BlFrQVvSX3S77rQhgW20cVXv2GkjkjW4LxkGT4RPtx8W2tRLnb8YClhYW4brzf88pYmtzW5MzJdj9kmr5RW1Vxk63451T1SW32YZzk2bmrzYN3SJNv0KBKdRW4zPtjR8gVJL4W2drvtq2FMYFYW3RLN831Nmjd2W5nY5z465yXDdW3RvQBh10whdrN43Npj8DCSVGW4ghb893JWCTHW7vCkZb39gVJ2W6KXRsW98TLNHW1drwZt341X3PW7cvp6g1m7nX3W3pr1N556m54Lf8d-hv804
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